The Politics of Respect for labor and

Roh Hoe-Chan's 6411 spirit

Kim, Yun Cheol

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to explore political and historical resources for
the transition to a labor-respecting society. This is part of a discourse practice to
overcome the limitations of Korean democracy, which is called ‘'without labor
democracy.' In particular, this paper focuses on Roh Hoe-Chan's progressive party
activities and the 6411 spirit as a representative case studies. To this end, this paper
utilizes containing Roh Hoe-Chan's remark, evaluation of Roh Hoe-Chan, and
interviews with those who worked with him. Through this, this paper confirms that
Roh Hoe-Chan's progressive party activities had to overcome the limits of organized
labor and political factional forces, but were in a dilemma that had to be based on
them. In addition, the 6411 spirit confirms that it has the characteristics of the
manifestation of a humanistic politics equipped with reflection, re-emphasis on human
dignity and narrative in order to resolve such a dilemma.
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